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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action has been issued in response to amendment filed 18 April 
2006. Applicant's arguments have been carefully and fully considered in light of the 
instant amendment, but are considered moot in light of the new ground(s) of rejection 
not necessitated by amendment. Accordingly, this action has NOT been made final. 

Claim Status 

Claims 2 and 5-6 are cancelled. Claims 1. 3-4. and 7-10 remain pending and are 
ready for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The 35 U.S.C. 112 2"^ rejection set forth in the Office Action dated 24 January 
2006 has been withdrawn in light of the instant amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sharma et al (U.S. 6,412,046) hereinafter referred to as Shanna. 
As per independent claim 1, Sharma teach, 
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o a cache memory that reads and caches a group of lines with a single 

memory transaction; and (Column 1 lines 18-20) 
o a system for maintaining identity of which device, if any, owns the group of 
lines, and which device, if any, owns each individual line within the group 
of lines (Column 1 lines 20-25). The Examiner notes that the system of 
Sharma allows for the requesting agents that are prefetching to claim 
ownership of a line. Thus, the system of Sharma maintains which devices 
currently have ownership of lines that exist within the system. 
As per dependent claim 3, Sharma teach, at least two lines in the group of lines 
having separate owners (Column 1 lines 18-23). The Examiner notes that the system of 
Sharma allows the requesting agent to claim ownership of a cache line that is being 
prefetched in the group of lines. Thus within that group of lines, the system will have 
other devices that maintain ownership of the remaining lines in the group. 
As per independent claim 7, Sharma teach, 

o retrieving a group of lines in response to a request for a single line; and 

(Column 1 lines 18-20) 
o maintaining ownership information for the group of lines and for each 
individual line within the group of lines (Column 1 lines 20-25). The 
Examiner notes that the system of Sharma allows for the requesting 
agents that are prefetching to claim ownership of a line. Thus, the system 
of Sharma maintains which devices currently have ownership of lines that 
exist within the system. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4 and 8-10 were indicated allowable in the Office Action dated 16 August 

2005. In light of the instant amendment, specifically applicant's arguments filed 18 April 

2006, they remain allowed at least for the reasons specified in the Office Action noted 
supra. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been carefully and fully considered in light of the 
instant amendment, filed 18 April 2006, but are considered moot in light of the new 
ground(s) of rejection not necessitated by amendment. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew Bradley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8575. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald A. Sparks can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300, 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





